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Paul's Great Speech at Athens



While  Paul was waiting at Athens for Silas and Timothy, his anger was
aroused when he saw that the city was filled with idols. So he argued in
the synagogue with the Jews and with the Greeks who joined in their
worship, and every day with those whom he happened to meet in the
market-place. A few of the philosophers also met him. Some of them said,
"What has this picker-up of scraps of learning to say?" Others said, "He
seems to be a herald of some new deities." This was because he had been
telling the good news about Jesus and how he rose from the dead. And
they took him to the Court of Areopagus and said, "May we hear what this
new teaching of yours is? For the things you are saying sound strange to
us; so we want to know what they mean." (For all the Athenians and the
foreign visitors spent their time doing nothing but telling or hearing
something new.)



So Paul stood in the middle of the Court and said, "Men of Athens, I see
wherever I go that you are very religious, for as I passed along and
looked at your objects of worship, I found an altar with the
inscription,






TO AN UNKNOWN GOD



Whom, therefore, you worship without knowing, him I proclaim to you. The
God who made the world and all things in it is Lord of heaven and
earth and does not live in temples made by men. He is not served by
men's hands, as though he needed anything, for he it is who gives to all
men life and breath and all things. He has made all nations from one
family that they may live over the whole earth. He has also fixed for
them when and where they are to live, that they should seek God in the
hope that, as they feel after him, they may find him, for he is not far
from each one of us; for it is in him that we live, and move, and have
our being, as in fact, some of your own poets have said, 'We also are
his children.'
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ST. PAUL PREACHING IN ATHENS.



"Therefore, as the children of God, we ought not to think of the divine
nature as being like gold or silver or stone, carved by man's art and
invention. God overlooked the ages of ignorance, but now he commands all
men everywhere to repent, for he has fixed a day on which he will judge
the world justly by the one whom he has appointed, and he has given
proof of this to all mankind by raising him from the dead."



When they heard of raising one from the dead, some sneered, but others
said, "We will hear what you have to say about that some other time." So
Paul went out from among them. Some men, however, joined him and
believed, among whom were Dionysius, a member of the Court of the
Areopagus, a woman named Damaris, and several others. After this Paul
left Athens and went to Corinth.





John the Baptist Tells of Jesus' Work



While  Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea and Herod was ruler of
Galilee, a man named John, the son of Zachariah, lived in the desert
country. And God commanded him and he went into all the country around
the river Jordan calling upon men to be baptized to show that they were
sorry for their sins and wished to be forgiven. Those who were truly
sorry for their sins, he baptized in the river Jordan.



This John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt, and his
food was locusts and wild honey.



Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea and the country around the
Jordan began to go out to him to confess their sins and to be baptized
by him in the Jordan.



To the crowds that went out to be baptized by him he said, "You children
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Bear fruits,
then, that will prove that you are truly sorry for what you have done.
Do not say to yourselves, 'We are children of Abraham'; for I tell you,
God can raise up children for Abraham from these stones. Already the axe
lies at the root of the trees. Every tree, therefore, that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire."



The crowds kept asking him, "What must we do?" He answered them, "Let
him who has two coats share with him who has none; and let him who has
food do the same."



When the tax-gatherers came to be baptized, they said to him, "Teacher,
what must we do?" He said to them, "Do not take more from any one than
rightfully belongs to you." Soldiers also asked him, "And what must we
do?" To them he said, "Do not take money from anybody by force, nor make
false charges, but be content with your wages."



Now as the people were wondering whether John might possibly be the
Christ, John said to them all, "I indeed baptize you with water; but One
is coming mightier than I, whose shoe-strings I am not worthy to untie.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His fan is in
his hand, and he will thoroughly cleanse his threshing-floor, and will
gather the wheat into his storehouse; but the chaff he will burn up with
fire that cannot be put out." In this way, and with many other earnest
words, he told the good news to the people.




Jesus Decides How He Will Do His Work



At  this time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And as he was coming up from the water, he saw the
heavens opening and the Spirit, like a dove, coming down upon him. And a
voice from heaven said,





	"Thou art my beloved Son,


	In thee I am well pleased."








Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. And after he had fasted forty days and forty nights he was
hungry. Then the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become bread." But Jesus answered, "It is
written,





	"'Man is not to live on bread alone,


	  But on every word that comes from God.'"








Then the devil took him to the holy city and, setting him on the highest
point of the Temple, said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down; for it is written,





	"'He will give his angels charge of you,


	 And on their hands they will bear you up,


	 Lest you strike your foot against a stone.'"








Jesus said to him, "It is also written,





	"'You shall not tempt the Lord your God.'"








Once more the devil took him to a high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, and he said to him, "All these
things I will give you if you will fall down and worship me." Jesus said
to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written,





	"'You shall worship the Lord your God,


	 And him only shall you serve.'"









Jesus Wins Devoted Friends



Herod  seized John the Baptist and bound him, and put him in prison
because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, for John said to him,
"It is not right for you to have her." And although Herod wanted to put
him to death, he was afraid of the people, for they believed John to be
a prophet.



Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching
God's good news: "The time has come; repent of your sins and believe in
the good news, for the kingdom of God is at hand."



Leaving Nazareth, Jesus went to live in Capernaum, which is on the Sea
of Galilee. As he was passing along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he
saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting their nets into the sea, for
they were fishermen. Jesus said to them, "Come with me, and I will make
you fishers of men." And they at once left their nets and followed him.
And going a little farther on, he saw James, the son of Zebedee, with
John his brother, who were in their boat mending their nets. He called
them, and they at once left their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the
hired men, and went with him.



Then Jesus found Philip and said to him, "Come with me." Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the home of Andrew and Peter. Philip, finding Nathanael,
said to him, "We have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." But Nathanael
said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip replied,
"Come and see."
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CHRIST AND THE FISHERMEN


Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him and said to him, "Here is a true
Israelite, in whom there is no deceit." Nathanael said to him, "How do
you know me?" Jesus answered, "Before Philip called you, when you were
under the fig-tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are
the Son of God, you are the King of Israel." Jesus replied, "Do you
believe because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig-tree'? You shall
see greater things than these!"




Paul and Barnabas in Foreign Lands



Paul  and Barnabas, sent by the Holy Spirit, went to Seleucia and from
there sailed to Cyprus. When they came to Salamis, they, with Mark as
their helper, told God's message in the Jewish synagogue.



When they had gone over the whole island as far as Paphos, they set
sail, and Paul and his companions came to Perga in Pamphylia. There Mark
left them to return to Jerusalem, but they went on to Antioch. On the
Sabbath they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of
the law and the prophets the men in charge of the synagogue service
sent word to them, "Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for
the people, say it." So Paul stood up and motioning with his hand said,
"Listen, men of Israel and you who worship God. The God of this people
Israel chose our fathers. While they were in Egypt he made them a great
people, and then with wonderful signs of his power he led them out of
that land. After destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave
them that land to have as their own and later made David their king.
From David's family God brought to Israel, as he had promised, a
Saviour, Jesus.



"Brothers, sons of Abraham's race, and all among you who worship God, to
us has been sent this saving message. The people of Jerusalem and their
rulers did not believe Jesus, and though they could find no reason why
he should be killed, they asked Pilate to put him to death. But God
raised him from the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had
come with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to
the people. So we bring you the good news that God, by raising Jesus
from the dead, has fulfilled for our children the promise made to our
fathers."



As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people begged that this be
repeated to them on the following Sabbath. After the congregation broke
up, many of the Jews and religious Greeks followed Paul and Barnabas,
who spoke to them, urging them through God's help to remain loyal.



On the next Sabbath nearly all the people of the city came to hear the
message of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowd, they were jealous
and began to contradict what Paul said, and to insult him. But Paul and
Barnabas spoke out fearlessly and said, "It was necessary that God's
message should be spoken first to you; but since you will not hear it
and prove yourselves unworthy of eternal life, here and now we turn to
those who are not Jews. For this is the Lord's command to us: 'I have
set you as a light to other races, to bring salvation to the ends of the
earth.'"



When those who were not Jews heard this, they were glad and gave thanks
for God's message; and as many as were ordained to receive eternal life
believed, and God's message was carried far and wide throughout the
country. But the Jews, with the help of women of high rank and the
leading men in the city, started a persecution against Paul and Barnabas
and drove them from the city. So the apostles shook the dust from their
feet as a protest against them, and went on to Iconium. The new
disciples, however, were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.



At Iconium, Paul and Barnabas went into the Jewish synagogue and spoke,
so that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. But the Jews
who did not believe stirred up the other races and poisoned their minds
against the apostles. The people of the town were divided, some being on
the side of the Jews and others on the side of the apostles. An attempt
was made both by the other races and by the Jews, with the help of their
rulers, to attack and stone the apostles; but they learned of it and
escaped to the towns of Lystra and Derbe, and there they continued to
preach the good news.



At Lystra there was a man who could not move his feet, who had been lame
from his birth and had never walked. As this man listened to Paul's
preaching, the apostle fixed his eyes on him and, seeing that he had
faith enough to make him well, said in a loud voice, "Stand up on your
feet." And the man sprang up and began to walk. When the crowds saw what
Paul had done, they shouted in their language, "The gods have come down
to us in the form of men!" Barnabas they called "Zeus," and Paul
"Hermes," because he was the chief speaker. The priests of the temple of
Zeus, which stood in front of the town, brought oxen and wreaths to the
gates, so as to join the crowds in offering sacrifice to them.



But when Barnabas and Paul heard this, they tore their clothes and
rushed into the crowd, shouting, "Men, why are you doing this? We are
but men like yourselves, and are bringing you the good news so that you
may turn from these idols and worship the living God who made the
heaven, the earth, the sea, and all that is in them. In past ages he
allowed all nations to worship as they pleased; yet as the bountiful
Giver he did not leave himself without a witness, for he gives you rain
from heaven and fruitful seasons and makes your hearts happy with food
and good cheer." Yet even with these words they could hardly keep the
crowd from sacrificing to them.



But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won over the crowds, who
stoned Paul, and then, believing him dead, dragged him out of the city.
However, when the disciples had gathered about him, he got up and went
into the city.



The next day he went with Barnabas to Derbe. After they had preached the
good news to that city and had won many disciples, they returned to
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, and encouraged the disciples urging them
to be true to the faith. Then they passed through Pisidia and came to
Pamphylia, and after preaching in Perga, they went down to Attaleia.
From there they set sail for Antioch.



When they reached Antioch, they called together the members of the
church and told everything that God had done with them, and how he had
opened the door of faith to those who were not Jews. And they stayed
there a long time with the disciples.




Jesus Cures a Blind Man



As  Jesus was passing along the road he saw a man who was born blind, and
the disciples asked him, "Master, for whose sin, his own or his
parents', was this man born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither for his own
sin nor his parents', but that God's power to heal may be shown in him.
We must do the work of him who sent me while day lasts; night is coming
when no man can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the
world."



When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the
saliva, put the clay on the eyes of the blind man, and said to him, "Go,
wash in the Pool of Siloam." So he went off and washed, and returned
able to see.



Then the neighbors and those who before had seen him begging said, "Is
not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he." Others
said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." So they said to
him, "How then were your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man who is
called Jesus made clay and put it upon my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to
the Pool of Siloam and wash.' So I went away and washed, and I received
my sight." They asked him, "Where is he?" He answered, "I do not know."



Then they brought the man who had once been blind to the Pharisees. Now
it was on the Sabbath that Jesus had made the clay and opened his eyes.
Therefore the Pharisees asked him again how he had received his sight,
and he told them, "Jesus put clay on my eyes and I washed them and can
see." Then some of the Pharisees said, "This man does not come from God,
for he does not keep the Sabbath." Others said, "How can a sinner do
such wonderful deeds of healing?" And they could not agree among
themselves. So they asked the blind man once more, "What have you to say
about him, for it was your eyes that he opened?" The man replied, "He is
a prophet."



Now the Jews would not believe that he had been born blind and had
received his sight until they called his parents and asked them, "Is
this your son who you say was born blind? How is it that he now can
see?" His parents answered them, "We know that this is our son and that
he was born blind, but we do not know why he can now see nor who opened
his eyes. He is of age; ask him, he can speak for himself." His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that any one who said that Jesus was the Christ should be put out
of the synagogue. That was why his parents said, "He is of age, ask
him."



So the Jews again called the man who had been born blind, and said to
him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man Jesus is a sinner." He
answered and said, "I do not know whether he is a sinner; one thing I do
know, that, although I was blind, I now see." So they said to him, "What
did he do to you? How did he give you your sight?" He replied, "I have
told you already, but you would not listen to me. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you also wish to become his disciples?" Then they
reviled him and said, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where this
man came from." The man answered, "This is strange! You do not know
where he comes from, and yet he gave me my sight! We know that God does
not listen to sinners but that he does listen to him who worships him
and does his will. Since the world began no one has ever heard of sight
being given to a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing." They answered, "You were born wholly bad, and yet you would
teach us?" Then they put him out of the synagogue.



Jesus heard that they had put him out, and meeting him said, "Do you
believe in the Son of God?" He answered, "Who is he, sir? Tell me that I
may believe." Jesus said to him, "Not only have you seen him but he is
now talking to you." The man said, "Then I do believe, Master," and he
worshipped him, and Jesus said to him, "It is to right wrongs that I
have come to this world, that the blind may see and that those who see
may become blind." Hearing this, some of the Pharisees who were with him
said, "And are we blind?" Jesus replied, "If you were blind you would
not be guilty; but you say, 'We can see,' and so your sin remains."



Jesus Tells What He Came to Do



Jesus  said to the people, "I am the light of the world; he who follows
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light which gives
life."



As Jesus spoke these words many believed in him. Then he said to the
Jews who had believed in him, "If you faithfully do what I say, you are
truly my disciples, and you shall know the truth and the truth shall set
you free." They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have
never been slaves to any man. What do you mean by saying, 'You shall be
set free'?" Jesus answered them, "Truly, I tell you, every one who sins
is a slave of sin. The slave does not remain in the household forever,
but the Son remains forever. If therefore the Son sets you free, you
shall be free indeed.



"I am the Door; if any man enters by me he shall be saved and shall go
in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundantly.



"I am the Good Shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. But a hired man, who is not a shepherd and does not own the
sheep, leaves them and runs away when he sees the wolf coming, and the
wolf snatches the sheep and scatters them. The hired man runs away
because he is only a hired man and does not care for the sheep.



"I am the Good Shepherd and know my own, and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father, and I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep which do not belong to this fold; I must lead
them also, and they will hear my voice, and they will be one flock and
one shepherd."




Jesus is Born at Bethlehem



The  angel Gabriel was sent from God to a young woman named Mary in
Nazareth, a town of Galilee. She was to be married to a man named Joseph
of the family of David. When he came to her the angel said: "Hail,
highly honored one! God is with you!"



She was startled by his words and wondered what such a greeting might
mean. But the angel said to her, "Fear not, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. You will have a son and will name him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High."



Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, for I am not yet
married." The angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most High will cover you; therefore your child will
be called holy, the Son of God." Mary said: "I am God's servant. May it
be with me as you say." Then the angel left her.




[image: [Illustration]]


THE NATIVITY.



In those days the Emperor Augustus commanded that every one should be
registered. So all went to be registered, each to his own town. Joseph,
because he was of the family of David, went to be registered with Mary,
his wife, from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem in Judea
where David was born. While they were there Mary's first son was born.
And she wrapped him in swaddling-clothes and laid him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.



In that country there were shepherds living in the fields and keeping
watch over their flocks by night. And an angel from God stood by them
and a heavenly light shone around them, and they were frightened. But
the angel said to them:





	"Fear not, for behold I bring you good news


	Of great joy which shall be for all the people.


	For to you is born this day in the town of David


	A Saviour who is God's Anointed.


	This will be a sign to guide you:


	You will find a baby in swaddling-clothes lying in a manger."








Then suddenly there was with the angel a great number of the heavenly
ones singing praise to God and saying:





	"Glory to God on high,


	 And on earth peace, good-will among men."








When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem to see this which God has
made known to us." So they went quickly and found Mary and Joseph; and
the baby was lying in a manger.



When they had seen him, they made known what had been told them about
this child. All who heard the words of the shepherds wondered, but Mary
kept these things to herself and often thought about them. And the
shepherds returned, thanking and praising God for what they had heard
and seen, as it had been foretold.




The Wise Men Bring Gifts to the Young Child



When  Jesus was born in Bethlehem, wise men from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the newly born King of the Jews? For we
saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."



When Herod heard these things, he and every one else in Jerusalem were
greatly troubled. So when he had gathered all the high priests and
scribes together, he asked them where the Christ was to be born. They
said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea."




[image: [Illustration]]


THE THREE WISE MEN




Then Herod privately called the wise men and asked them exactly how long
the star had been seen since it appeared in the east. And he sent them
to Bethlehem with the command, "Go and search carefully for the young
child, and when you have found him, come and let me know, that I also
may go and worship him." When they had heard the king, they went away,
and the star which they had seen in the east went before them until it
stood over the place where the young child was. They were overjoyed at
the sight; and when they came into the house and saw the child with
Mary, his mother, they knelt down and worshipped him. Opening their
treasures they presented to him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
But being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to
their own country by another way.





Jesus Makes an Heroic Choice



On  their way to the villages of Cæsarea Philippi Jesus asked his
disciples, "Who do people say I am?" They told him, "John the Baptist;
others say, 'Elijah'; some say, 'One of the prophets.'" Then he said to
them, "But you yourselves, who do you say that I am?" Peter answered
him, "You are the Christ." But he strictly charged them to tell no one
that he was the Christ.



Then Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders and high priests and scribes and be
killed, but that after three days he would rise from the dead. This he
said openly; and Peter tried to reprove him. But Jesus turned and,
looking upon his disciples, reproved Peter, saying, "Away with you,
Satan, for your mind is not on the things of God but of men."



Then Jesus called the crowd and his disciples to him, and said to them,
"If any one wishes to follow me, let him forget himself, take up his
cross, and come with me. For any one who is thinking only of saving his
life, will lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake and for the
sake of the good news, will save it. What does it profit a man to gain
the whole world and lose his soul? For what could a man give in exchange
for his soul? Whoever is ashamed of me and my teachings in this sinful
world, of him I will be ashamed when I come in the glory of my Father
with the holy angels."




Jesus is Glorified



Six  days later Jesus took Peter, James and John up a high mountain where
they were alone, and in their presence he was transfigured. His clothes
glistened with a dazzling whiteness such as no bleaching could give on
earth. And there appeared to them Elijah and Moses, who talked with
Jesus. Then Peter said, "Master, it is fortunate that we are here. Let
us make three tabernacles, one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah." (For in his terror he did not know what to say.) Then a cloud
came and overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my
Beloved Son; give heed to him." And suddenly, looking around, they saw
no one with them but Jesus.



As they came down from the mountain, he commanded them to tell no one
what they had seen until after he had risen from the dead. And they
obeyed the command but discussed among themselves what "rising from the
dead" meant. Therefore they asked him, "How is it that the scribes say,
'Elijah must first come'?" He answered, "Elijah is to come first to
restore everything. And what is written about the Son of Man? Is it not
that he is to endure great suffering and be despised? But I tell you,
Elijah has come, and they have done to him what they pleased, even as it
is written of him."




Jesus Tells How One May Become Great



Leaving  Cæsarea Philippi, Jesus and his disciples passed through
Galilee; but he wished no one to know of this, for he was teaching his
disciples. He said to them, "The Son of Man will be betrayed and men
will put him to death, but in three days he will rise from the dead."
But they did not understand his meaning and were afraid to ask.



When they had reached Capernaum and were in the house, he asked them,
"What were you arguing about on the way?" But they made no reply, for
they had been disputing on the way about which of them was greatest.
Sitting down, he called the twelve disciples, and said, "If any one
wishes to be first, he will be last of all and servant of all." Then he
took a little child and set him by his side and with his arm around him
said to them, "Whoever receives a little child like this in my name,
receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not only me, but God who
sent me."





Jesus Gives His Last Commands to His Helpers



While  the two disciples were speaking, Jesus himself stood among them.
And they were frightened and believed that they saw a ghost; but he said
to them, "Why are you so frightened? Why do you doubt? See my hands and
my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, for a ghost has not
flesh and bones as you see that I have." While they were still unable
for very joy and wonder to believe, he said to them, "Have you anything
to eat here?" And when they gave him a piece of broiled fish, he ate
before them.



Then he said to them, "This is what I told you when I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the
prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he helped them to
understand the scriptures, and said, "It is written that the Christ must
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that in his name all
nations must be called upon to turn from their sins and gain God's
forgiveness. You yourselves, beginning at Jerusalem, are to tell men
about these things."



Now Thomas, one of the twelve disciples, who was called "The Twin," was
not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples told him, "We have
seen the Master." But he said to them, "Unless I see the marks of the
nails in his hands and put my finger where they were and put my hand in
his side, I will not believe."



Eight days later Jesus' disciples were again together, and Thomas was
with them. Though the doors were closed, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here and look at my hands, and put your hand here in my side. Do not be
a doubter but a believer." Thomas answered him, "My Master and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "You believe because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who believe though they have never seen me!"
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THE WALK TO EMMAUS



Later Jesus appeared to his disciples by the Sea of Galilee, and in this
way. As Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, and the
sons of Zebedee, were together with two other of his disciples, Simon
Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." "We will go too," they said,
and they set out and went on board the boat; but that night they caught
nothing. At daybreak Jesus stood on the beach, though the disciples did
not know that it was he.



He said to them, "Children, have you anything to eat?" They answered,
"No." And he said, "Throw your net over on the right side of the boat
and you will catch something." So they threw over the net, and now they
could not haul it in because of the great number of fish. Then the
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Master." As soon as
Simon Peter heard that it was the Master, he put on his fisherman's coat
(for he was stripped for his work), and jumped into the water; but the
other disciples, being only about one hundred yards from the shore, came
in the small boat dragging the net full of fish.



When they landed, they saw a charcoal fire burning, and over it a fish
cooking, and some bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard the boat and
hauled the net ashore filled with large fish; and although there were so
many, the net was not torn. Then Jesus said to them, "Come and eat
breakfast." Not one of the disciples had courage to ask, "Who are you?"
for they knew that it was the Master. Jesus came and gave them the bread
and also the fish. This was the third time he appeared to his disciples
after he had risen from the dead.



After breakfast Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you
love me more than these?" He said, "Surely, Master, you know I love
you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." Then he asked him a second
time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" And he answered, "Surely,
Master, you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep."
Jesus said to him a third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me with
all your heart?" Peter was grieved because Jesus asked a third time, "Do
you love me?" And he answered, "Master, you know everything, you know
that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep."



And Jesus said to them, "All authority has been given to me in heaven
and on earth. Go you, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you;
and, lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world."





Jesus Conquers Death



When  the Sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James,
and Salome bought spices to embalm Jesus. Soon after sunrise on the
first day of the week they went to the tomb, and they said to one
another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the door?" But they
found that the stone, although very large, had been rolled to one side.
On entering the tomb they saw a young man in a white robe sitting on the
right, and they trembled and were afraid. But he said to them, "Do not
be afraid. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He
is risen; he is not here. See the place where he was laid! But go and
tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going before you into Galilee;
there you will see him, as he told you.'"



Then they remembered Jesus' words, and returning from the tomb they told
these things to the eleven disciples and to all the others; but to them,
the story seemed to be nonsense, and they were not believed. Peter,
however, ran to the tomb, but when he looked in he saw only the linen
bandages; and he went home wondering what had happened.



But Mary of Magdala stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
stooped down and looked into the tomb and saw two angels in white
sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of
Jesus had lain. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She
said, "Because they have taken away my Master and I do not know where
they have laid him!"



When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,
but she did not know that it was Jesus. "Woman," said he, "Why are you
weeping? For whom are you looking?" Supposing that he was the gardener,
she said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She
turned to him and cried out, "Master!" Jesus said, "Do not touch me, for
I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and tell
them, 'I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and
your God.'" Mary went to the disciples with the news, "I have seen the
Master," and to tell them what he had said to her.




Jesus Walks and Talks with Two of His Disciples



On  the same day two of Jesus' disciples were on their way to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem; and as they talked
together about what had happened, Jesus himself drew near and went with
them; but their eyes were kept from knowing him.



He said to them, "What are you talking about so earnestly as you walk
along?" And they stood still, looking sad, and one of them, named
Cleopas, answered, "Are you only a stranger stopping in Jerusalem? Do
you not know the things that have happened there within these last few
days?" He asked, "What things?" They answered, "Why, about Jesus of
Nazareth, who proved himself a prophet, mighty in word and deed before
God and all the people, and how our high priests and rulers gave him
over to be sentenced to death and had him crucified. But we were hoping
that he was the one to save Israel. It is now the third day since these
things happened. Yet some of our women who were at the tomb early this
morning, amazed us. They told us that they had not found his body but
that they had seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Then
some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it as the
women had said. But him they did not see."



Then Jesus said to them, "O foolish men, so slow of heart to believe in
what the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to
suffer and so win his glory?"



When they came to the village to which they were going, he seemed to be
going farther on, but they urged him, saying, "Stay with us, for it is
almost evening, the day is nearly over." So he went in to stay with
them.



As he sat with them at table, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it,
and passed it to them. Then their eyes were opened so that they knew
him; but he disappeared from their sight. They said to one another, "Did
not our hearts glow while he was talking with us on the way!"



At once they started back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven
disciples gathered with their companions, and from them they learned
that the Lord had really risen and that he had appeared to Simon. Then
they told of their own experience on the road, and how they knew him
when he broke the bread.




Paul's Work at Corinth



And  Paul left the place and went to the home of Titius Justus, who
worshipped God, whose house was next to the synagogue. Crispus, the
president of the synagogue, and all his family, believed in the Lord;
and many of the Corinthians when they heard Paul, believed and were
baptized. One night the Lord said to Paul in a vision, "Do not be
afraid, but speak and do not stop, for I am with you and no one shall
harm you; I have many followers in this city." So Paul lived there a
year and a half and taught them the word of God.



But when Gallio was governor of Greece, the Jews joined in an attack on
Paul and brought him before the court on the charge that he led people
to worship God contrary to the law. But just as Paul was about to speak,
Gallio said to the Jews, "If it were something about wrong-doing or a
serious crime, there would be some reason for my listening to you, O
Jews; but if these are only questions about names and your own law, take
care of them yourselves. I do not wish to be a judge of matters like
these." And he drove them out of the court. Then all the people caught
hold of Sosthenes, the president of the synagogue, and beat him in front
of the court; but Gallio paid no attention to these things. Paul, after
staying some time longer in Corinth, said good-by to the brothers and
with Priscilla and Aquila, sailed for Syria.



Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth



Paul,  called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
brother Sosthenes to the church of God at Corinth.



I thank God continually for the blessing which he has given you through
Jesus Christ. Through him you have been so richly and fully gifted with
every kind of speech and knowledge that you have proved the truth of
the testimony which I bore to Christ when I was with you.



Brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ I beg of you all to agree
in your statement of faith. There must be no quarrels among you, but you
must be one both in your way of thinking and in your purpose. For I have
been told, brothers, by the members of Chloe's household, that there are
quarrels among you.



Avoid all impurity! Every other sin that a man commits is outside the
body, but the impure man sins against his own body. Do you not know that
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit that is within you, which you
have received from God? You do not belong to yourselves, for you were
bought for a price. Be sure to honor God with your bodies.



No temptation has come to you that is beyond your power to resist. God
is faithful and will not let you be tempted beyond what you can stand;
but when the temptation comes, he will provide the way of escape, so
that you will have strength to endure.



In all things I can do as I like, but they are not all good for me. In
all things I can do as I like, but they do not all make me a better man.
Each of us must seek not only his own good but that of his neighbor.



Do you not know that in a race, though all run, only one wins the prize?
So run that you may win the prize. Every athlete exercises
self-restraint in every way; but while they do this to win a crown that
perishes, we do it to secure one that is eternal. So then I run as one
who is sure of his goal. I do not plant my blows as a boxer who beats
the air; rather I constantly train my body and keep it under control for
fear that I, who told others of the contest, might myself be
disqualified.



Now brothers, I wish you to understand about spiritual gifts. There are
different kinds of gifts, but all are given by the same Spirit. There
are different ways of serving, but all are for the same Master. There
are different ways in which God's power is shown, but the same God is
working in all of you in all these ways. Each is given his own gift of
the Spirit for the common good.



Just as a man's body has many parts, and these parts, although many,
form only one body, so it is with Christ. For we have all been baptized
by the one Spirit so as to form one body. Whether we were Jews or
Greeks, slaves or freemen, we have all been given the same Spirit. For
the body consists not of one part but of many. If the foot were to say,
"Because I am not the hand I do not belong to the body," that would not
make it any less a part of the body. If the ear were to say, "Because I
am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would be, for all that,
a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of
smell be? But as it is, God gave each part of the body its proper place,
exactly as he wished. If they were all only one part, where would the
body be? As it is, while there are many parts, there is only one body.



The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you," nor can the
head say to the feet, "I have no need of you." On the contrary, even
those parts of the body which seem weaker are necessary. If one part
suffers, all parts suffer with it. If one part is honored, all the parts
share its honor.



Now you are one body—the body of Christ, and each of you are parts of
it. And God gave each his proper place in the church: apostles first,
prophets next, teachers third, then workers of miracles, healers,
helpers, and directors.



Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all able to
work miracles? Are all healers? Are all able to tell what their words
mean? But always seek to attain the highest gifts.



Yet I will show you a far better way. Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels but have not love, I am only sounding brass or a
clanging cymbal. Even though I have the gift of prophecy, and can
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and have faith enough to
remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. And if I give all I
have to feed the poor and my body to be burned, but have not love, I
gain nothing.



Love is patient and kind; love is not envious; love is not boastful, is
not conceited, does not act rudely, is not selfish, is never provoked,
does not resent wrong; rejoices not in evil, but rejoices in the truth.
Love forgives all things, believes all things, hopes for all things,
endures all things.



Love never fails. As for prophecies they shall come to an end. As for
tongues they shall cease. As for knowledge it also shall come to an end;
for we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that which is
perfect has come, that which is imperfect shall come to an end.



When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as
a child; but now that I am a man I have put away childish ways. For now
we see only the dim reflection in a mirror, but then face to face. Now I
know only in part, but then I shall know fully, even as also I am fully
known.



And now abide faith, hope, and love, these three; but the greatest of
these is love.




The New Life after Death



Now,  brothers, remember the good news I preached to you, that Christ
died for our sins, and that he was buried and rose again the third day.



Now if we preach that Christ rose from the dead, why do some of you say
that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no such thing as
a resurrection of the dead, then Christ did not rise; and if Christ did
not rise then our preaching is of no value and your faith also is of no
value.



But some one will say, "How do the dead rise and what kind of body will
they have when they come back?" Foolish one! The seed you sow does not
come to life again unless it dies. What you sow is not the body that
will be, but a mere grain, perhaps of wheat or of some other seed. God
gives it the kind of body that he sees fit, to each kind of seed a body
of its own.



All flesh is not the same; there is human flesh, another flesh of
beasts, another flesh of birds, and another of fishes. There are
heavenly bodies and also earthly bodies, but the splendor of the
heavenly is one thing and that of the earthly is another. There is one
splendor of the sun, another splendor of the moon, and another splendor
of the stars; for one star differs from another in splendor.



So it is with a man's body when he rises from the dead. It is sown a
perishable thing, it is raised imperishable; it is sown without honor,
it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it
is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body.



In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, we shall be changed and this
perishable body must put on the imperishable and this mortal body put on
immortality. Then shall come true what is written in Scripture "Death is
swallowed up by victory. O grave, where is your victory? O death, where
is your sting?" Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.



Ways of Showing Love



Now  about the collection for God's people in Jerusalem, you must carry
out the same directions that I gave to the churches in Galatia. On the
first day of every week let each one put aside a certain part of what he
has gained, so that the money will not have to be collected when I come.
When I arrive I will send those whom you select, with letters, to carry
your gift to Jerusalem, and if it is worth while for me to go too, they
shall go with me.



I will come to you after I have passed through Macedonia, for I am going
there. Perhaps I shall spend some time, or even pass the winter with
you, that you may start me on my way, wherever I may be going. I do not
wish to see you merely in passing, for my hope is to stay some time with
you, if the Lord permits. But I will stay in Ephesus until the Feast of
Pentecost, for I have a great opportunity here for work, and there are
many foes.



If Timothy comes, see that he has nothing to fear while among you, for
he is carrying on the Lord's work even as I am. So let no one slight
him, but see him safely on his way that he may come to me, for I am
waiting for him along with the other brothers.



Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, be men, be strong! Let all that
you do be done in love.



The churches of the province in Asia send you greetings. Aquila and
Prisca, with the church that meets in their home, also send you
greetings, and so do all the brothers.



I, Paul, add this greeting with my own hand: "The Love of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus."
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Jesus is Crucified by His Enemies



The  soldiers led Jesus to the courtyard of the governor's palace and
called together the whole company. Then they clothed him in a purple
robe and, making a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and began to
salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They struck him on the head with a
reed and spat on him, and on bended knee paid homage to him. After they
had made sport of him, they stripped off the purple robe and put on his
own clothes, and led him out to be crucified.



They forced a man named Simon, of Cyrene, who was coming in from the
country, to carry his cross. So they brought Jesus to the place called
Golgotha, which means, the place of the skull. And they offered him wine
mixed with myrrh, but he would not take it. Then they crucified him and
divided his clothes among them, drawing lots to decide what each should
take. It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The
inscription over his head stating the charge against him read:






THE KING OF THE JEWS 



With him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his
left. And those who passed by scoffed at him, shaking their heads in
derision and saying, "Ha! you who were to destroy the Temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself and come down from the cross!"
In the same way the high priests and the scribes mocked him among
themselves and said, "He saved others, but he cannot save himself. Let
the Christ, the 'King of Israel,' now come down from the cross, that we
may see and believe!" But Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do."



One of the criminals who was crucified also scoffed at him, saying, "Are
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the other said in rebuke,
"Have you no fear of God even though you are being put to death? We are
suffering justly, receiving what we deserve for our crimes, but he has
done no wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you enter your
kingdom." Jesus said to him, "This very day you will be with me in
paradise."



Now beside the cross of Jesus stood his mother. Seeing her and the
disciple whom he loved standing near, Jesus said to her, "Woman, he is
your son!" And to the disciple he said, "She is your mother!" And from
that hour the disciple took her into his own home.



Darkness covered the whole land from noon until three o'clock in the
afternoon. At that hour Jesus cried aloud, "Eloi, Eloi, lama
sabachthani," which means, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
When they heard it, some who stood by, said, "He is calling Elijah." And
a man ran and, soaking a sponge in vinegar, put it on the end of a reed
and was about to give it to him to drink when the others said, "Stop,
let us see if Elijah will come to take him down." But Jesus uttered a
loud cry and gave up his life. And the curtain of the Temple was torn in
two from the top to the bottom. When the Roman captain who stood facing
him saw in what way he died, he said, "Surely this man was a son of
God."



Looking on from a distance were some women also, among them Mary of
Magdala, Mary the mother of James, the younger, and of Joses, and
Salome, who had followed him and waited on him when he was in Galilee,
and many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.



Because it was now evening of the day before the Sabbath, Joseph of
Arimathæa, an honorable member of the Jewish national council, who was
himself looking for the coming of the Kingdom of God, went to Pilate and
had the courage to ask him for the body of Jesus. Pilate, surprised that
he was dead, called the captain and asked whether Jesus was already
dead, and when he learned this from the captain he gave the body to
Joseph. After Joseph had taken Jesus from the cross, he wrapped him in
a linen sheet which he had bought, and laid him in a tomb cut out of
rock; and he rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. And Mary of
Magdala and Mary the mother of Joses, watched to see where Jesus was
laid.




Paul's Account of What He Saw and Heard on His Way to Damascus



I  am a Jew, born at Tarsus in Cilicia, but I was brought up in
Jerusalem, educated as a disciple of Gamaliel in the strict way laid
down in the laws received from our fathers, and devoted to God, as you
all are.



You know what I did in the past among the Jews. You know how bitterly I
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it and how in my zeal
for the laws and customs handed down from my forefathers I did more than
any of my fellow countrymen. I indeed believed that it was my duty to do
all in my power to oppose the cause of Jesus of Nazareth. This I did in
Jerusalem. With authority from the high priests, I put many of Jesus'
followers in prison. When they were put to death, I voted against them.
In all the synagogues I often punished them and tried to make them speak
against the name of Jesus, and in my insane fury I followed them even to
distant cities.



When I was travelling to Damascus on this business, with written
authority from the high priests, I saw, on the road in the middle of the
day, a light from heaven, more dazzling than the glare of the sun,
shining around me and those who were travelling with me. We fell to the
ground, and I heard a voice say to me in Hebrew, "Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads." I asked,
"Who art thou, Lord?" and the Lord answered, "I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. Rise and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you to
appoint you to be my servant and a witness to what you have seen and to
the things that I will show you. I chose you from the Jews and the other
peoples to whom I am sending you to open their eyes, that they may turn
from darkness to light, from the power of Satan to God, so that they may
receive forgiveness of their sins and a place among those who have given
themselves to me because they believe in me."



When the God, who had set me apart even from my birth and called me by
his love, chose to reveal his Son in me that I might tell to other races
the good news about him, I at once went into Arabia instead of talking
with any one else or going up to Jerusalem to see those who had been
apostles before me. When I came back I preached first to those at
Damascus. There the governor, appointed by King Aretas, put guards in
the city to arrest me, but I was lowered in a basket through a window in
the wall and so escaped from their hands.



After three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Peter and stayed with
him fifteen days. I saw no other apostle except James the brother of
Jesus.



The Christian Church at Antioch



The  disciples who had been scattered by the persecution which came after
the killing of Stephen went to Ph�nicia and Cyprus and Antioch, but
told about Jesus only to Jews. Some of them, citizens of Cyprus and
Cyrene, when they reached Antioch also told the good news about the
Lord Jesus to the Greeks. The power of the Lord was with them, and a
large number believed and turned to him.



When the news of this reached the church in Jerusalem, they sent
Barnabas to Antioch. After he saw the proofs of God's goodness, he was
very glad and urged all to remain loyal to the Lord; and many more
believed.



Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Paul, whose name had been Saul.
When he had found him, he brought him to Antioch, and for a whole year
they were with the church there and taught a large number of people. It
was at Antioch also that the disciples were first called Christians.



During these days some prophets came to Antioch from Jerusalem. One of
them, Agabus, under the influence of the Spirit, told that a severe
famine would come all through that part of the world, and this famine
came when Claudius was emperor. Therefore, the disciples, each as he was
able, sent something to help the brothers living in Judea. They sent
their gifts to the elders by Barnabas and Paul. After Barnabas and Paul
had done that for which they were sent, they returned from Jerusalem,
bringing with them John, who was also called Mark.



Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and preachers:
Barnabas, Symeon (called Niger), and Lucius the Cyrenean, besides Manean
(a childhood friend of Herod the ruler), and Paul. As they were
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for
me Barnabas and Paul for the work to which I have called them." Then
when they had fasted and prayed, they gave them their blessing and sent
them on their way.




Paul's Trials and Victories at Ephesus



After  spending some time at Antioch Paul went off on a trip to Galatia
and Phrygia to strengthen the faith of all the disciples; then he
returned to Ephesus. There Paul entered the synagogue, and spoke out
fearlessly for three months, arguing and trying to convince people
about the Kingdom of God. But as some were stubborn and refused to be
convinced and publicly slandered the Christian way of thinking and
living, Paul, taking the disciples with him, left the synagogue and
continued his teaching every day in the lecture-room of Tyrannus. This
continued for two years, so that all the people who lived in the
province of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the message of the Lord.



And God did wonderful miracles through Paul, and the name of the Lord
Jesus was held in high honor. Many who believed in him came to confess
and to tell all the wicked things they had done.



About that time a great disturbance arose over the Christian way of
teaching and living. A silversmith, by the name of Demetrius, made
silver models of the temple of Artemis which brought much profit to his
workmen. He gathered the workmen together, and others who were in the
same kind of business, and said to them, "Men, you know that we get our
wealth from this business of ours. You also see and hear that, not only
at Ephesus but throughout the whole province of Asia, this Paul has
drawn away many people by telling them that gods made by human hands are
not gods at all. There is danger not only that this business will be
hurt, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be
neglected, and that she will even lose her importance in all the
province of Asia and throughout the world."



When they heard this they were greatly enraged, and shouted, "Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!" The uproar spread throughout the whole city
until the people all rushed into the theatre, dragging along Gaius and
Aristarchus, men of Macedonia, who were Paul's travelling companions.
Paul wanted to enter the assembly, but the disciples would not let him.
Some of the leading religious officers of the province of Asia, who were
friends of his, also sent messages begging him not to risk going into
the theatre.



Some of the people shouted one thing and some another, for the assembly
was all in confusion, and most of those present did not know why they
had come together. For about two hours they shouted, "Great is Artemis
of the Ephesians!" When the city recorder had quieted the mob, he said:
"Men of Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that this city is
the guardian of the temple of the great Artemis and of the statue that
fell from heaven? As these facts cannot be denied, you should keep calm
and do nothing reckless. You have brought these men here who are
neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our goddess. If Demetrius
and his fellow workers have a complaint against anybody, there are the
courts and the Roman officials; let both sides state their charges. But
if there is anything else you want, it must be settled in the regular
assembly. We are indeed in danger of being charged with riot because of
what we have done to-day, for there is no good reason that we can give
for this gathering." With these words he dismissed the assembly.



When the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples and encouraged
them. Then, after bidding them good-by, he started for Macedonia.
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The Golden Rule



"You have heard the saying, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who persecute you,
that you may become sons of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun
to rise on the wicked and the good alike, and sends rain on both those
who do right and those who do wrong. For if you love only those who love
you, what reward have you earned? Do not even the tax-gatherers as
much? And if you show courtesy only to your friends, what more are you
doing than others? Do not even the heathen do as much? You must
therefore become perfect, even as your heavenly Father is perfect.



"Therefore, whatever you wish that men should do to you, do even so to
them."




The People Who are Really Happy




Jesus said to his disciples:




	"Blessed are the poor in spirit,


	For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.


	Blessed are the meek,


	For they shall inherit the earth.


	Blessed are they who mourn,


	For they shall be comforted.


	Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,


	For they shall be satisfied.


	Blessed are the merciful,


	For they shall receive mercy.


	Blessed are the pure in heart,


	For they shall see God.


	Blessed are the peacemakers,


	For they shall be called the sons of God.


	Blessed are they who are persecuted because of their righteousness,


	For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.


	Blessed are you when you are reviled, persecuted, 


	and falsely maligned because of loyalty to me;


	Rejoice and be glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 


	for so the prophets were persecuted who came before you."
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CHRIST ON THE HILLTOP.



Jesus Visits His Old Home



Jesus  went to Nazareth where he had been brought up. As was his custom,
he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read the
lesson. And he was given the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, and on
unrolling it he found the place where it is written:





	"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,


	 For he has called me to preach good news to the poor,


	 He has sent me to proclaim release to captives,


	 And recovery of sight to the blind,


	 To set free those who have been crushed by cruelty,


	 To proclaim the year when the Lord will show favor."








Then, having rolled up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him, and he
said to them, "To-day what is here written is fulfilled in your sight."



As he went on to teach in the synagogue, many who heard him were
astonished and said: "Where did he get these teachings? What is this
wisdom which has been given him? and what are these wonderful acts of
healing that he does? Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary and the
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? Are not his sisters
living here among us?" And they would not believe in him. Jesus said to
them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and
among his relatives and in his own home."



In that place he could do no wonderful acts except laying his hands on a
few sick people and healing them; and he was astonished at their lack of
faith. So he went about the near-by villages teaching.




Jesus Calls Together His Friends and Helpers



Jesus  went up on the hillside near Capernaum and called to him the men
whom he wanted, and they came to him. He appointed twelve to be with him
and to go out to preach, with power to cast out evil spirits. These were
the twelve disciples: Simon to whom he gave also the name Peter, James
the son of Zebedee and John his brother, whom he called "Sons of
Thunder," Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of
Alphæus, Thaddeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who at last
betrayed him.



Then Jesus went into a house and the crowd gathered again so that it was
impossible even to eat a meal. When his relatives heard of this, they
set out to get hold of him, for they said, "He is out of his mind."
Standing outside, his mother and his brothers sent word to him to come
out to them. He was in the midst of a crowd seated about him when some
one said to him, "Here are your mother and your brothers and sisters
outside hunting for you." He answered, "Who are my mother and my
brothers?" Then looking around at those who sat in a circle about him,
he said, "Here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever does the will of
God is my brother and sister and mother."





What Jesus Asks of His Friends And Helpers



Once Jesus entered a certain village where a woman named Martha invited
him to her house. She had a sister named Mary who seated herself at
Jesus' feet and listened to his words. But Martha was worried by her
desire to wait on him, and came and said to him, "Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me to do all the work alone? Tell her to help
me." But Jesus said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are anxious and
troubled about many things, but few things are necessary, really only
one. Mary has chosen the better part, which shall not be taken away from
her."




[image: [Illustration]]


CHRIST WITH MARY AND MARTHA


Once when Jesus and his disciples were walking along the road, some one
said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." Jesus said to him,
"The foxes have holes and the wild birds their nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head." He said to another, "Follow me"; but the
man said, "Let me first go and bury my father." Jesus said to him, "Let
the dead bury their dead, but you go and tell about the Kingdom of God."
Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
good-by to my people at home." Jesus said to him, "No one who looks back
after having put his hand to the plough is fit for the Kingdom of God."



Once, when crowds were following him, he turned and said to them, "If
any one who comes to me is not willing to give up his father and mother
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and his very life,
he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross, as he
follows me, cannot be my disciple.



"Who of you, if he wishes to build a tower, does not first sit down and
count the cost, to see whether he has money enough to finish it?
Otherwise, if he has laid the foundation and is unable to finish the
building, all who see it make fun of him and say, 'This man began to
build but could not finish!'"




John: The Glory and Honor that Jesus Has Won



John,  to the seven churches in the province of Asia. May a blessing be
granted you and peace from him who is and was and ever shall be, and
from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ who is
the faithful witness, the first of the dead to be restored to life and
the ruler of the kings of the earth.



I, John, your brother who shares with you the distress, the dominion,
and the patient endurance which we have through our faith in Jesus,
found myself in the island called Patmos because of my loyalty to God's
message and to the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord's Day I was under the
influence of the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet calling, "Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven
churches."



Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me; and on turning
around I saw seven golden lamps and in the midst of the lamps One, like
a Son of man, clothed in a long robe and with a belt of gold around his
breast. His head and hair were white as wool, white as snow; his eyes
were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze melted in
the furnace, his voice was like the sound of many waters. In his right
hand he held seven stars; a sharp, two-edged sword came out from his
mouth, and his face shone like the sun in its full strength.



When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if I were dead; but he laid his
hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last, I
was dead but now I am alive for evermore. Therefore write down what you
see and what is now and shall be hereafter. As for the secret meaning of
the seven stars which you have seen in my right hand and of the seven
golden lamps—the seven stars represent the angels of the seven
churches, and the seven lamps represent the seven churches."



After this I saw a door opening into heaven. And the voice like a
trumpet which I had previously heard talking with me, said: "Come up
here, and I will show you what must take place in the future." At once I
found myself under the influence of the Spirit, and there stood a throne
in heaven whose appearance was like a diamond or ruby and One was
sitting on the throne. Encircling the throne was a rainbow which looked
like an emerald; also around the throne were twenty-four other thrones,
and on these thrones were seated twenty-four elders, clothed in white
robes with golden crowns upon their heads. From the throne came flashes
of lightning and voices and peals of thunder, while in front of the
throne were seven flaming torches, which were the seven spirits of God.



In front of the throne there appeared to be a sea of glass which looked
like crystal. In the space about the throne and encircling it were four
living creatures, and day and night they never ceased chanting:





	"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,


	Who was and is and ever shall be."








Then I saw, lying at the right hand of him who was seated on the throne,
a book sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel saying in a
loud voice: "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" But
no one was worthy, either in heaven or on the earth or under the earth
to open the book or look into it. So I began to weep bitterly because no
one was found worthy to open the book or look into it; but one of the
elders said to me: "Weep not; behold the Lion of Judah's tribe, the
Scion of David—he has won the right to open the book and its seven
seals."



Then in the space between the throne and the four living creatures I saw
a Lamb standing among the elders. He seemed to have been slain, but he
had seven horns and seven eyes. And he came and took the book out of the
right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he took the
book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb, each with his harp, and with his golden bowls full of
incense which represent the prayers of the saints. They were singing
this new song: "Thou art worthy to take the book and open its seals, for
thou wast slain and by thy blood thou hast ransomed for God, men from
every tribe and language and people and nation; thou hast made them a
kingdom and priests for our God, and they shall reign on the earth."



And I looked and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and
of the living creatures and of the elders, numbering ten thousand times
ten thousand and thousands of thousands, crying aloud, "Worthy is the
Lamb that has been slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing." And I heard every creature in
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea and all things
that are in them crying, "To him who is seated on the throne and to the
Lamb, be blessing and honor and praise and dominion forever and ever!"
Then the four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down
and worshipped.



The Reward of the Faithful



After  that I saw a vast host, which no one could count, from every
nation and tribe and people and language, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands. They cried aloud, "It is to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb that we owe our salvation!"



Then one of the elders turned to me and said: "Who are these dressed in
white robes, and from where have they come?" I said to him, "You know,
my lord." So he told me, "These are the people who have come through the
great persecution and have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are now before the throne of God
and serve him day and night within his temple. He who is sitting on the
throne will shelter them; never again will they be hungry or thirsty;
never again will the sun or any scorching heat smite them, for the Lamb
that stands in the space before the throne will be their shepherd and
will guide them to fountains of living water; and God will wipe away all
tears from their eyes."



Then I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven with an eternal message of
good news for the inhabitants of the earth, for every nation, tribe,
language, and people. He cried aloud, "Revere God, praise him, for the
hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and the flowing springs."



And I saw a great white throne and One seated upon it from whose
presence earth and sky fled away, and were no more to be found. And I
saw the dead, the great and the lowly, standing before the throne. Then
books were opened; also another book, the Book of Life, was opened, and
the dead were judged by what was written in the books according to what
they had done. The sea gave up its dead, and Death and the Abode of the
Departed also gave up their dead, and all were judged according to what
they had done.



The New Heaven on Earth



Then  I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away and the sea was no more. And I saw the Holy
City, the New Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, all ready
like a bride attired to meet her husband. I also heard a loud voice from
the throne which said: "Behold, God's dwelling-place is with men, and he
shall dwell among men, and they shall be his people, and God himself
will be with them. He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourning nor wailing, nor
pain, for the first things have passed away." The One who is seated on
the throne said: "Behold, I make all things new!" And he added, "Write
this: 'These words are faithful and true.'"



And he said to me, "All is over! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First
and the Last. I will let the thirsty drink freely of the fountain of
life. He who conquers shall obtain this, and I will be his God and he
shall be my son."



The city has no need of the sun nor of the moon to give it light, for
the glory of God illumines it and its light is the Lamb. Its gates shall
never be shut by day and there shall be no night there. Nothing unclean
nor any one who does what is shameful or deceitful shall enter it, but
only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.



Then he showed me the river of the water of life, clear as crystal,
flowing through the streets of the city from the throne of God and the
Lamb. On both sides of the river grew the tree that gives life, which
bore twelve kinds of fruit and yielded its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.



And the throne of God and the Lamb will be in that city; and his
servants will serve and worship him; they will see his face and his name
will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night there, and they
will have no need of the light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be
their light, and they will reign forever and ever.



And he said to me: "Do not keep secret the prophetic words contained in
this book, for the time of their fulfilment is near. He who does wrong,
let him still do wrong, and he who is filthy, let him still be filthy,
and he who is righteous, let him still do right, and he who is pure, let
him still be pure. Know that I am coming quickly and I will bring my
rewards to repay each for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. Blessed are
those who wash their robes, that they may have a right to the tree of
life and to go through the gates into the city.



"I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you for the churches. I am
the Scion and Offspring of David, the bright, the Morning Star. Both
the Spirit and the Bride say, 'Come.' Let him who hears say, 'Come,' let
him who is thirsty come, and whoever will, let him take of the water of
life freely."



"For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him, should not perish, but have everlasting
life."








Jesus Feeds the Hungry



When  Herod the ruler of Galilee heard what Jesus was doing, he was
greatly puzzled, for some said that John had come back from the dead,
some that Elijah had appeared, and others that one of the old prophets
had come to life again. Herod said, "I have beheaded John; but who is
this of whom I hear these stories?" And he tried to find him.



Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Come by yourselves to some quiet
place and rest a while"; for so many people were coming and going that
the disciples could not find time even to eat. So they went in a boat by
themselves to a quiet place; but many people saw and knew them as they
went, and, running from all the towns, they arrived before them. When
Jesus landed he found a large crowd waiting for him. Feeling sorry for
them because they were like sheep without a shepherd, he began to teach
them many things.



As it was already late in the day, his disciples came to him and said,
"This place is far away from any town and it is now late. Send the
people away to the neighboring farms and villages to buy food for
themselves." But he answered "Give them some food." They replied, "Are
we to go and buy two hundred silver pieces' worth of food for them?" He
said, "Go and see how many loaves you have." When they found out, they
said, "Five, and two fishes." Then he commanded them to make the people
sit down in groups on the green grass.



So they sat down in companies of a hundred and of fifty. Then Jesus took
the five loaves and the two fishes, and, looking up to heaven, he
blessed the loaves, and broke them in pieces; and he gave to the
disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fishes among
them, and all ate and had enough. Then they picked up twelve baskets
full of broken pieces of the bread and fish, although the number of the
people who had shared them was five thousand.



Then Jesus had his disciples enter the boat and cross before him to
Bethsaida, while he himself sent away the crowd. After sending them
away, he climbed a hill to pray. When evening came the boat was in the
middle of the sea and he alone on the land. Seeing that they were having
trouble as they rowed, for the wind was against them, he went to them at
about three o'clock in the early morning, walking on the sea as if he
intended to pass them. When they saw him walking on the sea, they
believed that he was a ghost and cried out, for all saw him and were
frightened; but he spoke to them at once, saying, "Have courage, it is
I; do not be afraid." Then he went on board the boat and the wind
dropped, but they were greatly astonished for they had not learned the
lesson of the loaves, for they were slow to understand its meaning.



After crossing the sea they landed at Gennesaret and fastened the boat.
As soon as they had gone ashore, the people knew Jesus and searched all
that part of the country, and whenever they heard that he had come to a
certain place, they brought to him the sick on their beds. In every city
or town or village to which he went people would lay their sick in the
market-place and beg him to let them touch even the edge of his robe.
And all who touched him were made well.




Jesus Tells What it Means to Be Clean



The  Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem went
together to Jesus, because they had seen that some of his disciples ate
their food without washing their hands as the scribes thought necessary.
For the Pharisees and all the Jews always wash their hands up to the
wrists before eating. So the Pharisees and scribes asked him, "Why do
not your disciples obey the old custom instead of eating food with
unwashed hands?" Jesus said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy about you
hypocrites: 'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is
not with me; their worship is worthless, for they teach what are only
commands of men.' You set aside the command of God and follow that of
men.



"Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'He who speaks
evil of father or mother shall die.' But you say, 'If a man says to his
father or to his mother, What you were to have received from me is given
to God,' you hold that he need not do anything for his father or mother.
In this way you set aside the command of God in favor of the teaching
which you have handed down; and you do many other things like that."



Then calling the crowd to him again, he said to them, "Hear me, all of
you, and understand. Nothing can make a man unclean by going into him
from outside. It is what comes from him that makes him unclean, for from
within, from the heart of man, come evil thoughts, acts of theft,
murder, greed, wickedness, deceit, impure thoughts, envy, slander,
pride, and recklessness. All these evil things come from within, and
they make a man unclean."



Jesus is Kind to a Stranger



Certain Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Go away from here; for
Herod wishes to kill you." He said to them, "Go and tell that fox, 'See,
I cast out evil spirits and cure the sick to-day and to-morrow, but
on the third day I must go on my way; for it cannot be that a prophet
will be put to death anywhere except in Jerusalem.'"



Jesus left Capernaum and went into the land of Tyre and Sidon. Going
into a house, he wished that no one should know that he was there, but
he could not escape notice. Soon a woman whose little daughter had an
evil spirit heard of him and came and knelt at his feet. Now the woman
was a heathen of the Ph�nician race. She begged him to drive the evil
spirit out of her daughter, but he said to her, "Let the children of
Israel first be fed, for it is not fair to take their bread and throw it
to the dogs!" She answered him, "True, sir, yet the little dogs under
the table do eat the children's crumbs." He said to her, "Because of
this answer go to your home; the evil spirit has gone out of your
daughter." On returning home she found the child lying on the bed and
the evil spirit gone from her.
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JESUS AMONG THE LOWLY.


Jesus again left the land of Tyre and passed through Sidon to the Sea of
Galilee, crossing the land of Decapolis. The people brought to him a
deaf man, who also stammered; and they begged Jesus to lay his hand on
him.



Jesus took the man away from the crowd, put his fingers into the man's
ears, touched his tongue with saliva, and looking up to heaven, sighed,
and said to him, "Ephphatha" (which means "Open"). And at once, the man
could hear and could talk without stammering.



Then Jesus told them to tell no one, but in spite of what he said the
people kept telling about it, saying: "How well he has done everything!
He even makes the deaf hear, and the dumb speak."




