
Greek and Latin Fathers of the Church 

For the Church to bestow the title of "Doctor" on any of her members she requires: 

1. That he should be learned in all matters concerning religion. 

2. He must be eminently holy. 

3. The title must be confirmed by the Pope or a general Council. 

The term Father was in early times given to all bishops, but later it came to mean only those 
writers whose works were of sound doctrine and of great value in the Church, and who had led 
holy lives. 

Four Great Greek Fathers 

Basil the Great (379) Bishop of Caesarea who opposed the Arians. 

Athanasius (d. 373) Bishop of Alexandria. Opposed the Arian Heresy. 

Gregory Nazianzus (d. 389) Archbishop of Constantinople who became a doctor of the church. 
Wrote on Trinitarian doctrine, and opposed Arian related heresies. 

John Chrysostom (d. 407) Fourth century bishop of Antioch renowned as a teacher and 
theologian. Declared a doctor of the Church. 

 
St. Athanasius, the ablest opponent 
of Arianism, was born in Alexandria 
in 296. When he was thirty years of 
age he was consecrated Bishop of 
Alexandria, and the history of his 
episcopate is told in the history of his 
controversies with the Arians, and 
his sufferings endured in defense of 
the Nicene Creed—five times he 
was exiled from his see. 
 
St. Basil the Great was born at 
Caesarea in 330. His name, 
Basilius, signifies royal, and truly 
princely was he in mind and heart. 
He was a bulwark against the 
Arians, and at the same time a hero 
of Christian charity and a mine of 
sacred knowledge. He drew up the first code of rules for religious life. 
 
St. Gregory Nazianzen, the friend of St. Basil, was born about the year 330. The theater of his 
triumphs was Constantinople, which he purged of error with irresistible power and success. He 
closed his long, active life in holy solitude. 
 
St. John Chrysostom, the "Golden-mouthed," was born at Antioch about 344. He was 
distinguished as an expounder of Holy Scripture. His invectives against the vices of the imperial 
court caused his banishment from Constantinople. 
 



Four Great Latin Fathers 

Ambrose (397) Bishop of Milan. Resisted Arian heresy, advised emperors, advocated 
for Church interests. 

Augustine (d. 407) Greatest Christian theologian of the Middle Ages. 
Wrote Confessions and City of God. 

Jerome (d. 420) Christian apologist who translated learned both Greek and Hebrew 
and translated the Bible into Latin. 

Gregory the Great (d. 604) First pope from a monastic background. Instituted many reforms, and 
became a doctor of the church. 

 
St. Ambrose, the "Athanasius 
of the West," was born about 
344. When the See of Milan 
became vacant in 374, 
Ambrose, though yet a 
Catechumen, was elected by 
both Catholics and Arians as 
their bishop. He protected the 
property of the Church against 
the Arian empress, Justina, and 
was equally firm in his dealings 
with the Emperor Theodosius. 
This emperor had ordered a 
massacre of seven thousand of 
the inhabitants of Thessalonica. 
In punishment of this conduct, 
St. Ambrose refused to admit 
Theodosius into the Church until 
he had done full penance. The 

hymn Te Deum is attributed to St. Ambrose and St. Augustine, whom he converted. 
 
St. Augustine, born in the year 354, was one of the most remarkable men of all time. Although 
he received a Christian education from his mother, St. Monica, he fell into sin and heresy. He 
was converted by the soul-stirring words of St. Ambrose. In the year 395 Augustine was made 
Bishop of Hippo, in Africa, and by his numerous and invaluable writings, by the apostolic 
discharge of his duty, and by the holiness of his life, he became the adviser and friend of all 
Christian writers of his time. 
 
St. Jerome was born in 331. He prepared himself by travel, and by the austerities of an 
eremitical life for the duties of his high calling. Pope Damascus entrusted to him the translation 
of the Holy Scriptures from Hebrew and Greek into Latin. This translation is known as the Latin 
Vulgate. His learned works constitute some of the choicest treasures of the Church. 
 
St. Gregory the Great was born in 540. On his accession to the Chair of St. Peter, in 590, he 
found Italy in a deplorable condition. He labored with wonderful zeal and success to uproot 
heresy, to heal schism, and to revive religious fervor among the Christians. He sent 
missionaries to England, which resulted in the conversion of the country. He was a true reformer 
of Church discipline, and is the father of a plain chant called after him "Gregorian Chant." 

 



Other Greek Speaking Fathers 

Justin Martyr (d. 165) Early apologist for the Christian church whose writings are still 
extant. 

Irenaeus of Lyons (d. 190) Disciple of Polycarp. Opposed heresies including Gnosticism. 
Became bishop of Lyon in France. 

Gregory of Nyssa (d. 394) Fourth century philosopher and Father of the Church. Champion of 
the Church against Arianism. 

Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386) Theologian and Doctor of the Church who wrote 23 catechisms. 

Epiphanius of Salamis (d. 403) Defender of Orthodoxy, best known for the 'Panarion', his history 
of Christian heresies through the 4th century. 

Cyril of Alexandria (d. 444) Leader of the Eastern Church and a Doctor of the Church. 
Principal adversary of Nestorius 

John Damascene (d. 749) Syrian monk who lived under Caliphate, known for his opposition 
to Iconoclast heresy and writings on Assumption of Mary. Primary 

 
Other Latin Speaking Fathers 

Cyprian of Carthage (d. 258) Raised in a wealthy pagan family, he converted to Christianity and 
became bishop of Carthage and was martyred. 

Hilary of Poitiers (d. 368) Elected Bishop of Poitiers although he was not a priest. He 
produced important works of theology and resisted the Arian 
heresy. 

Leo the Great (d. 461) Known as the pope who turned away Attila the Hun outside of 
Rome. Also a doctor of the church, and reformer. Opposed heresy 
of Eutyches. 

Peter Chrysologus (d. 450) Bishop of Ravenna noted for his homilies and apologetics. 
Opposed the Arian and Monophysite heresies. 

Isidore of Seville (d. 636) Bishop of Seville during the Visigoth era in Spain. He worked hard 
to preserve the best of Roman civilization and resisted Arianism. 

 


