
Information about Islam 

Names for Followers of Mohammed 

Many names are used to refer to Moslems. Some originally had specific meanings and referred to 
particular ethnic groups who adopted Islam. 

 Moslems, Muslims, or Mussulmen. — Belonging to the sect of Islam. Islam. Means 
resignation, or one who submits. 

 Mohammedans. — Followers of Mohammed the Prophet. 
 Arabs. — Inhabitants of Arabian Desert, traditionally thought to be descendants of 

Ishmael. 
 Saracens. — Originally referred to Moslems or nomads from Arabia or Middle East. 

Used during the crusade period to distinguish native Moslems from the invading Turks. 
Over time the term came to be synonymous with Moslem. 

 Moors. — Refers to Moslems from Morocco, the Iberian Peninsula and Sicily. Most 
were descended from the Berber natives of the Maghreb (northwest Africa). 

 Persians. — Refers to Moslems ethnically related to modern Iranians, or speakers of 
the Farsi language. Persian Moslems are generally Shia rather than Sunni. 

 Turks. — In modern times refers to residents of Turkey, or citizens of the Ottoman 
Empire. In the Middle Ages Turks were tribes from Central Asia that spoke the Turkish 
languages and converted to Islam. The Seljuk Turks and the Ottoman Turks were the 
most well known 

Islam Moral Code: Conversion and Apostasy 

The doctrines of Mohammedanism are set forth in the Koran, which means the Book above Books. 
In order to become a Moslem one simply recites the "Shahada" or the first of the Five pillars of 
Islam. The Shahada is a declaration of Faith that "There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is his 
prophet." The Five Pillars of Islam are: 

 Declaration of Faith — (shahada) Mohammedans must believe that there is no God 
but Allah and Mohammed is his prophet. 

 Pray five times a day — (Salat) Mohammedans must pray five times a day. 
 Almsgiving. — (Zakat) They must give from five to twenty per cent of their income in 

charity. 
 Fast during Ramadan — (Sawm) They fast during one month of each year. 
 Pilgrimage to Mecca. — (Hajj) Every Mohammedan whose means and health will 

permit, must make at least one pilgrimage to the Temple of Mecca. 

Giving up one's Islam faith however, is much more complicated, since under according to the 
doctrines of Islam, Apostasy is a crime punishable by death. The actual punishment for Apostasy, 
however, depends on the penal code of the official government one lives under, as well as the 
norms of ones local religious community. Even in a Western governments, a locally recognized 
Mufti (Islamic judge) can issue a 'Fatwa' condemning an apostate within a particular community. 

Apostasy in Islam includes, not just a declaration of the renunciation of the faith, but any of the 
following; 1) Undergoing rites of conversion to a different faith, 2) Denying or questioning a 
fundamental tenet of the Islamic faith (what Christians call heresy), 3) Mocking Allah or his prophet 
Mohammed, (What Christians call blasphemy), or 4) Worshipping Idols, or rendering images of 
Mohammed or Allah in art. 



Islam Caliphates 

 Rashidun — Medina, 622-661. Founded by Mohammed. 
 Umayyad — Damascus, 661-750. Founded by Moaviah. He supplanted Mohammed's 

own children and transferred the Caliphate to Syria, selecting Damascus as his capital. 
 Umayyad — Cordova, 755-1031. Founded by Abd-er-Rahman. Here he built a 

magnificent mosque. His rule was wise and able, and conciliatory to the Christians. 
 Abbasid — Bagdad, 763-1238. Founded by Abu-Jaafar. He built Bagdad, and made 

it the seat of his caliphate. The political Sway of the Abbasids declined greatly during 
the ninth and tenth centuries, especially after invasions of the Seljuk Turks. Continued 
to rule until Mongol conquest of Baghdad. 

 Fatimid — Cairo, 909-1171. Founded by Al-Mahdi-Billah. Claimed, descent from 
Fatima, daughter of Mohammed. Arose among the Berbers of Tunia then took control 
of Egypt. Eventually Fatimid Caliphate overthrown by Mamluks. 

 Ottoman — Istanbul 1299-1923. Founded by Osman. Arose from Turkish tribes in 
Asia Minor, who expanded into Balkan territory in the 14th century. At height of power, 
during 16th century, encompassed most of former Eastern Roman Empire and central 
Asia. 

Over time Islamic Caliphates tended to become decentralized with local Sultans retaining much 
power. Even when a strong leader unified the realm and conquered additional territory, a power 
vacuum created on his death would devolve power to local warlords within one or two generations. 
For this reason, most Moslem government were not long lived and the political history of Islam is 
difficult to follow. 

Islam Glossary 

 Sultan/Sultanate — Title of an Sovereign Islamic ruler or an Independent governor 
within a Caliphate. 

 Caliph/Caliphate — Title for the Supreme ruler of Islam, with both political and 
religious authority. 

 Khan/Khanate — Title for a sovereign or military ruler used by Turks and Mongols. 
 Emir/Emirate — Title for a noble prince in Arab countries. 
 Sheik — Chief of an Arab family, tribe or village. 
 Pasha — High ranking Governor or General in the Ottoman Empire. 
 Mufti — Islamic scholars who interprets Islamic law. 
 Mullah — Religious leader who study the Koran and interpret it, and leads Moslems in 

prayer. 
 Iman — Muslim religious and worship leader among Sunnis. 
 Fitna — Civil war or rebellion within a Muslim state. 
 Jihad — Holy war or struggle. Muslims believe those who die in jihad are martyrs and 

go straight to paradise. 
 Fatwa — Authoritative legal opinion issued by a Mufti on a matter regarding Islamic 

law. 
 Sharia — Islamic law that covers all aspects of life. 
 Sunni — Largest sect of Islam, held by most Arab Moslems. 
 Shia — Minority sect of Islam, followed mainly in Iran and Iraq. 
 Hadith — Collection of historic teachings of Muhammad accepted as source of Islamic 

doctrine and law, second only to the Qur'an. 
 Mosque — a Muslim place of worship. 



 Koran — central religious text of Islam. Muslims believe it is God’s word revealed to 
Muhammad. 

 Ramadan — the holiest month to Muslims. It is a time of fasting from sunup to 
sundown. 

 Kaaba — a square building inside the great mosque in Mecca, containing a sacred 
black stone said to have been given by God. 

 Hijab — Veil or head-covering traditionally worn by Islamic women. 
 Madrasa — Islamic School or educational institute. 

  



Famous Moslem Leaders 

 
RASHIDUN CALIPHATE 

Mohammed (d. 632) Founder of Islam, author of the Koran. 

Kahled (d. 642) Greatest Moslem General of the seventh century. Conquered both 
Persian and Roman territories in the Middle East. 

  
UMAYYAD/CORDOBA CALIPHATE 

Musa bin Nusair (d. 716) Umayyad governor of North Africa who organized and directed the 
Moslem invasion of the Iberian peninsula. 

Tariq ibn Ziyad (d. 720) Berber general who defeated the Visigoths at the Battle of Guadalete. 

Abderrahman I (d. 788) Last surviving Umayyad prince, escaped to Spain, became Emir of 
Cordova 

Abderrahman III (d. 961) Powerful, long serving Emir who declared himself Caliph of Cordova. 

Almanzor (d.1002) Renowned Moorish general. Leader of Moorish Spain at the height of its 
power near 1000 A.D. 

Boabdil (d.1527) Emir of Granada who briefly replaced his father on the throne before 
surrendering to Ferdinand. 

Muley Abdul Hussan 
(d.1490) 

Last Sultan of Granada. Fierce opponent of Christians. 

  
ABBASID CALIPHATE/CRUSADES 

Harun al Rashid (d.809 ) Renowned Moslem ruler whose court was immortalized in The Arabian 
Night. 

Saladin (d.1193) Moslem leader who recaptured most Crusader cities including 
Jerusalem. 

  
OTTOMAN EMPIRE 

Osman I (d.1326) Founder of the Ottoman Empire in Turkey about whom many Romantic 
legends are told. 

Murad I (d.1389) Third Sultan of the Ottomans. Brought much of the Balkans under his 
control and had Constantinople pay tribute. 

Mehmed II (d.1481) Sultan of the early Ottoman Empire who conquered Constantinople and 
much of the Balkans. 

Solyman the Magnificent 
(d.1566) 

Most famous of the Ottoman Emperors. Extended the empire to the 
Balkans and North Africa. 

  
BARBARY PIRATES 

Barbarossa II (d.1546) Famed pirate captain who led the brigands of the Barbary Coast. 
Promoted to Admiral of Ottoman navy. 

Dragut (d.1565) Barbary pirate based in Algiers, preyed on Christian ships in the 
Mediterranean. Led the Ottoman siege of Malta 

 


