
Missionary Saints of Europe 

The historical saints listed below, most of whom lived between 500 and 1000 A.D. are 
associated with the conversion of a nation or people of Europe to the Catholic faith. Many are 
monarchs or chieftains who accepted Christianity and encouraged their subjects to convert. 
Others are missionaries who founded monasteries in pagan lands. The list also includes saints 
associated with early medieval kingdoms. 

Saints of England (Anglo-Saxon) 

Many of the most important missionary saints in Europe went forth from the Celtic and Benedictine 
monasteries of medieval Britain. From the fifth to ninth centuries, British monasteries were centers of 
scholarship and missionary activity. A more thorough discussion of British monasteries and the saints 
associated with them can be found on the Monks and Monasteries of Britain page. The following list 
of British saints covers only a few of the monarchs, bishops, and evangelists who influenced the 
earliest kingdoms of the British Isles. 

 KINGDOM OF KENT 

Augustine of Kent (d. 604) Sent by St. Gregory to Britain to preach to the Angles and Saxons. 

Bertha of Kent (d. 601) Christian queen of Kent who encouraged her pagan husband Ethelbert to 
welcome Augustine to his realm as missionary to the Anglo-Saxons. 

 KINGDOM OF NORTHUMBRIA (ANGLES) 

Edwin of Northumbria (d. 633) First Christian king of Diera, defeated by a union of Pagan kings. 

Oswald Northumbria (d. 642) Christian king of Northumbria who defeated a pagan ruler of Briton. 

Aidan (d. 651) Irish monk and missionary who traveled throughout Northumbria spreading the 
gospel before founding the famous monastery at Lindisfarne. 

Wilfrid (d. 678) Monk at Lindisfarne who help unify the Roman and Celtic churches. 

Cuthbert (d. 687) Bishop at Lindisfarne. Helped to unify the Celtic and Roman Churches. 

Bede (d. 735) Scholar monk at Jarrow who wrote Ecclesiastical History of England. 

 KINGDOM OF WESSEX (SAXONS) 

Edmund the Martyr (d. 978) Saxon king of England who supported the church, but was murdered after ruling 
for only three years. 

Dunstan (d. 988) Important cleric, who served as Archbishop and minister of three kings of 
Wessex. Restored monasteries and reformed the Church. 

Edward the Confessor (d. 1066) Last Saxon king of England and devout patron of the church. 

Saints of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland (Celts) 

 IRELAND AND WALES 

Patrick (d. 450) Missionary priest who converted Ireland to Christianity and founded 
monasteries, schools, and churches. 

Bridgid (d. 453) Irish abbess who founded the monastery at Kildare, Ireland. 

Finian (d. 470) Early Irish missionary who founded the famous Monastery at Clonard and 
taught the 'Twelve Apostles of Ireland' (Most famously, St. Columba). 

David (d. 589) Missionary who founded monasteries in Wales,  converted the Celtic Britons. 
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 SCOTLAND 

Columba (d. 597) Missionary to the Picts of Scotland. Founded the Monastery of Iona. 

Mungo (d. 614) Seventh century Scottish missionary monk. Founded the city of Glasgow. 

Margaret of Scotland (d. 1093) Saxon princess who married Malcolm Canmore greatly influenced the court of 
Scotland, giving generously to the poor and founding schools and hospitals. 

Slavic Saints of Eastern Europe 

Slavic tribes populated a large area East of German-speaking Europe. They were divided into many 
tribes with dissimilar histories and customs. Some, such as the Wends, Czechs, and Croats, lived 
very close to Germany and were incorporated into the Holy Roman Empire. Others, such as the Rus, 
and Serbs, were converted to Christianity by missionaries from the Byzantine Empire, rather than the 
Roman West. The Poles were loyal to the Western Church but lived in regions East of the HRE. 

 BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA (CZECHS) 

Cyril and Methodius (d. 869) Brother missionaries from the Byzantine Church who evangelized to the Slavs 
of Moravia, and translated the Bible to the Slavic Language. 

Wenceslas (d. 938) Duke of Bohemia who ruled his kingdom justly and promoted Christianity. 
Murdered by his pagan enemies. 

Agnes of Bohemia (d. 1282) Bohemian princess. Founded hospitals, supported religious orders. 

Adalbert of Prague (d. 997) Bohemian bishop who was a missionary to the Poles, Hungarians and 
Prussians. Helped establish kingdom of Poland. 

 POLAND AND SILESIA (POLES) 

Stanislaus (d. 1079) Bishop of Krakow who had a series of conflicts with King Boleslaus that resulted 
in his martyrdom. 

Hedwig of Silesia (d. 1242) Wife of a Polish Duke and mother of Duke Henry II the Pius. 

Kinga of Poland (d. 1292) Queen of Boleslaus V of Poland, known also as "St. Cunegunde" 

Jadwiga of Poland (d. 1399) First female monarch of Poland. Also known as "St. Hedwig of Poland" 

Hyacinth (d. 1257) Dominican friar who established monasteries in Poland and evangelized in 
Baltic regions. 'Apostle of the North' 

 ELBE REGION IN GERMANY (WENDS, PROLABIAN SLAVS) 

Adalbert of Magdeburg (d. 981) 'Apostle to the Slavs' who was a missionary to Slavs in German territory. 

Hungarian Saints (Magyars) 

The inhabitants of Hungary were Magyars, a pagan tribe that crossed over the Carpathian mountains 
in the 8th century, into German territory. After warring with the Germans for several generations the 
converted to Christianity under St. Stephen, and settled in the Pannonian Basin. 

Stephen of Hungary (d. 1038) First Christian king of Hungary. 

Emeric of Hungary (d. 1031) Martyerd son of Stephen I. (Amerigo Vespucci namesake). 

Ladislas (d. 1095) Chivalrous King of Hungary who brought his country out of decades of civil 
war and ruled justly and wisely. 

Elizabeth of Hungary (d. 1231) Queen of Hungary, widowed at age 20. Dedicated live to works of charity 
and building of hospital. 



Saints of Scandinavia 

The Nordic tribes of the Baltic region were among the last European People to convert to Christianity. 
Although missionaries such as Ansgar traveled to the North as early as the 7th century, the 
conversion of the Norsemen to Christianity took many years and little progress was made before 1000 
A.D. The first Norsemen to convert were those that left Norway and settled down in Christian Britain 
and France. They in turn influenced their fellow Norseman, and eventually the Norse kings 
themselves converted. 

 DENMARK AND NORWAY 

Ansgar (d. 685) Bishop of Hamburg who was a missionary to the Swedes and Scandinavians 

Olaf (d. 1028) First Christian King of Norway. Destroyed pagan idols and converted his 
subjects to the faith. 

Canutus (d. 1086) King of Denmark known for his courage and piety. Cleared the sea of pirates, 
made reforms at home, died as a martyr. 

 SWEDEN AND FINLAND 

Sigfrid of Sweden (d. 1045) Missionary monk from York who preached in Scandinavia and was first bishop 
of Sweden 

Magnus of Orkney (d. 1115) Pious Norwegian prince who prayed psalms instead of fighting and was 
mocked for cowardice. Forced to flee to Scotland. 

Henry of Finland (d. 1156) British priest who traveled to Finland to establish a bishopric at Uppsala, but 
was martyred. 

Bridget of Sweden (d. 1373) Swedish noblewoman who became a mystic and founder of a convent and the 
Brigettine Order. 

Catherine of Sweden (d. 
1381) 

Daughter of St. Bridget of Sweden. Headed the Brigitteine convent at 
Vadstena founded by her mother. 

Saints of Spain (Visigoths) 

The Catholic faith was already practices throughout Visigoth Spain by the romani, or native peoples of 
Spain. However, the ruling Visigoth aristocracy (adhered to Arian Christianity. The "conversion" of 
Visigoth Spain to Christianty was focused on the ruling class and army rather than the common 
people. 

Hermengild (d. 585) Visigoth prince and martyr who converted to Catholicism and rebelled against 
his Aryan father. 

Leander of Seville (d. 601) Bishop of Seville instrumental in converting the Arian Visigoths, Recared and 
his brother to the Roman Faith. 

Isidore of Seville (d. 636) Bishop of Seville during the Visigoth era in Spain. He worked hard to 
perserve the best of Roman civilization and resisted Arianism. 

 

 

 



Early Saints of the Frankish Empire (Germans) 

The Frankish Empire lasted from about 500 to 850 A.D., and at its maximum extent in contained most 
of West and Central Europe, including both Latin and German speaking populations. During this time 
it was the most important Christian kingdom in the West. A more complete list of Frankish saints, 
including Monks, monarchs, bishops and scholars can be found on the Frankish Empire and Rise of 
France and Germany pages. 

The saints listed below are of special interest because they are missionaries or are somehow related 
to the have to do with the pagan Franks in the west to Christianity, and also of the conversion of 
Germans tribes in Frankish territories in the east. 

 EARLY MEROVINGIANS 

Remigius (Reims) (d. 533) Bishop of Reims who converted Clovis to Catholic Christianity and 
baptized him in 496. 

Clotilde (d. 533) Queen consort of Clovis, king of the Franks, who converted her husband 
to Christianity. 

Cloud (d. 560) Frankish prince who renounced his claim to the throne and became a 
hermit. 

Gregory of Tours (d. 532) Sixth century Bishop of Tours, then the capital of Gaul. Historian of the 
early Merovingian era of France. 

 BURGUNDIANS 

Sigismund of Burgundy (d. 524) King of the Burgundians who converted from Arian to Catholic faith. 
Founded a monastery. 

Guntram (d. 532) Frankish King of the Burgundians who repented of past deeds and ruled 
wisely. 

 MISSIONARIES OF THE ALPS (SWITZERLAND, BAVARIA) 

Columbanus (d. 615) Irish missionary monk and scholar known for founding monasteries in 
France and northern Italy. 

Gall (d. 646) Disciple and companion of St. Columbus who continued his missionary 
work founding monasteries in France and Switzerland. 

Omer (Audomer) (d. 670) Bishop who helped re-Christianize Morini in Neustria, (modern 
Switzerland) during the Frankish era. 

Ansgar (d. 685) Bishop of Hamburg who was a missionary to the Swedes and 
Scandinavians. 

Kilian (d. 689) Irish missionary, traveled to pagan eastern regions of Frankish territory 
(now Bavaria). Called the 'Apostle of Franconia'. 

 BRITISH MISSIONARIES TO NORTHERN GERMANY 

Egbert of Ripon (d. 729) Northumbrian Monk began organizing missions to Frisia before Boniface. 

Willibrord (d. 739) Missionary to Frisia, established first diocese in Utrecht. 

Boniface (d. 754) Led Anglo-Saxon mission to Frisia (part of Frankish kingdom). 

Sturm (d. 770) Disciple of Boniface who continued his work, founded Monastery of Fulda 
in Hesse in 742. 
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